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YWasninz:ion Post Stall wWriter

The State Department
made a commitment yester-
day to investigate itself over
leaks of classified informa-
tion - in an article that
lauded Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger’s Middle
East diplomacy.

This decision focusea at-
teniion on one of the jeast
explored areas in'the ¢ontro-
versy over leaks of:zZovern-
ment secrets:” ~§elf-serving
disclosures by the executive
branch itself.

Kissinger * was’
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many senior officials in the
State Department inter-
viewed by Edward R. F.|
Sheenan during a year’s re-‘;I
search for an article in the;
spring issue of the quarterly |
magazine, Foreign Policy. |
The Sheehan article, enti-!
tled “How Kissinger Did It;
Step by Step in the Middle
East,” contains lengthy re-
ports of -conversations be-
twe=n Kissinger jand Arab
and Israeli leaders. . 1
Sheehan wrote that unel
Arab-Israeli war. of October,;
1973 “revealed Kissinger at‘
the apogee.of khis skill,” ma-i
neuvering adroitly between !
Arab and Israeli demands to
disenzage the ooposinv
forces.
© It was not the praise of
Kissinger that caused con-- |
troversy, but the unusually
detailed versions of blunt
talk and diplomatic horse- :
trading between Kissinger,
former President Nixon,
President Ford, and the ®
Middle East leaders. :
Such conversations always |
carry one of the hizhest se- !
cret  classifications.  Kis-
singer last month exploded‘i

|
|

J

in outrage over the disclo-
sure of “hizhly classified in-
formation” by the House iu-
tellizence committee headed
by Rep. Otis G. Pike (D-
N.Y.).

Publication of the Shee-
han article put Kissinger in
the embarrassing position, if
he stood silent, of condoning
selective leaks that served
his interests, and demanding
investigation of leaks that
held him up to criticism.

The House ethics commit-
tee at present is seeking
$350,000 to investigate who
leaked to CBS correspond-
ent Daniel Schorr the Pike
committee report, which
Kissinger charged amounted
to “a malicious lie” about
his activities, and “a new
version of McCarthyism.”

In this case the State De-
partment already knows lo
whom Sheehan talked-—its
top officials on the Middle
East. As one source said,

“This will be an investiga-
tion with a small ‘i, not a
capital 1.”

Initially, the Staie Depart-
ment’s reaction to the Shee-
han article was a statement

" on Friday.

S

saving it
sross viola-
and was

“represented @
tion of confidence
not authovized by the secre-
tary.”

The department said it
understood that Sheehan,
formerly a U.S. information
officer in the Cairo aad
Beuut embassies, talked to
“gver 60 sources on three
continents” and “people in
the State ‘Department also
talked to him on a back-
cround basis.”

“In his contacts here.” the
departinent’s statement said,
“AMr. Sheehan
any transcripts, memoranda,

1

did not see -

or official records, and he
was not authorized to quote

duc(‘tly :mvthmu told him
here.”
KissinZer
Friday that he was “thunder-
struck”™ to see in print the
reports on conversations
with Ilzyptian President An-
war Sadat, Syrian President
Iater Assad., Saudi Arabiu’s

H

told a reporter ’

Iate King Faisal, Israeli lead- !

ers. and others.

The conversations  “are
pot  verbatim.” Kissinger
said, “but obiously someone
has read to the author {rom

. memos of conversation” and.

“I did not authorize it He
Jabeled the disclosures “a
gross breach of confidence
and a gross error of judg-
ment.”

1

The State Department ap- -

peared disposed to let the
matter
publicly. Yesterday morn-
ing, however, New York
Times columnist William Sa-
fire wrote:

“Anybody who acceotz the
notion that these documents
could have been leaked
without the permission of

rest there, at least .

Henry Kissinger is living in .

a dream world.
pocritical

Despite hy-
howls of

‘unau- -

thorized” this was what is .

known in the trade as an

‘aunthorized leak.”
Contrasting Kissinger's

outrage over the Pike com-

mnittee leaks with what he
called the “figleaf” (is-

claimer over the Sheehan
leak. Safire wrote that “Mr.
Kissinger’s fury at leakers
caused the illegal wiretaps
in 19697 and uitimately led
to creation of the infamous
White - FHouse  “plumbers”
unit., which helped to doom
the Nixon administration.
Faced with a rising storm,
State Departinent spokos-
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